Lack of antiviral activity of ketoconazole alone or in combination with the acyclic nucleoside ganciclovir against a herpes virus type 2 infection in mice.
Ketoconazole and ganciclovir were tested for antiviral activity, each alone and in combination, against a herpes simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2) systemic infection in Swiss-Webster mice. When given once daily for 5 days starting 24 hr after infection, the ED50 for ketoconazole either alone or in combination was greater than 60 mg/kg; for ganciclovir, the ED50 was 7.1 mg/kg alone and 10.8 mg/kg in combination. Thus, ketoconazole did not potentiate or antagonize the antiviral activity of an acyclic nucleoside. Consequently, AIDS patients could perhaps receive ketoconazole and ganciclovir simultaneously for fungal and viral opportunistic infections without interference with their respective efficacies.